Natural Resources Commission,

Tt is disappointing for many hunters to hear that you are proposing the legalization of center-fire rifles
for deer hunting in Indiana. You have created one of the best deer hunting states in the country through
proper deer management. The one-buck rule has helped Indiana gain national attention as a top
producing trophy state. I know that you will entertain a multitude of opinions concerning the proposed
Jegistation on center-fire rifles and everyone's opinion concerning the issue should not only be heard
but considered. My personal opinion on the matter includes the following questions to you:

1) Is it really safe for hunters to be in the field with other hunters who are using rifles whose bullets
can travel several hundred yards up to miles further than their intended target?

2) How many people will die or be seriously injured by center-fire rounds?

3) How can the implementation of center-fire rifles improve the quality of hunting deer in Indiana
when more deer will be wounded due to long-range shots?

4) Would you take your son or daughter out hunting during the firearms season if center-fire rifles
were included?

5) You already provide more than enough hunting opportunity with the liberal firearm and
muzzleloader seasons for hunters to have good opportunities, so why do you think we need hunters
taking risky shots at deer that are too far away to begin with? |

6) Will the legalization of center-fire rifles tempt hunters to shoot mote bucks from the road?

7) Will poaching activity increase especially since you have created the ability for hunters to check-in
deer online or over the phone instead of physically checking in their deer?

8) Were you surprised that deer harvest numbers decreased 28% during the 2013 season with the new
check-in laws?

9) Do we really need more ways to kill more deer when we have a diminishing deer herd?

10) Do the benefits of this proposed legislation outweigh the negatives that I and others have
described?

Sincerely,

Mark Licbner- Owner of Camp Kay Outfitters

PS. I would like you to know how much 1 appreciate your help and understanding in this matter. My
livelihood exists because of the quality of deer hunting in Indiana therefore T will not be allowing my

hunters to use center-fire rifles even if you do legalize them. :
Mate bebrtr—
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NRC Division of Hearings

Indiana Government Center North
100 North Senate Avenue

Room N501

Indianapolis, In. 46204

Timothy E. Rosenbaum
936 Gunsmith School Road
Bedford, In. 47421

Subject: High Powered Rifles For Deer Hunting

| was reading the January 2015 issue of Tri-State Outdoor News and was
reading the article about the state of Indiana possibly allowing the use of High
Powered Rifles this year to take deer. It is my oppinion that there are enough
weapons being used and they are powerful enough to get the job done.

The geography of this state does not work well with the use of high powered
rifles. The state now allows the use of shotguns, muzzel-loaders, and pistol
caliber rifles. The country side has way too many homes along just about every
road in the state. A 200-yard shot, or there abouts, ia about as long a distance
shot as there is.

Even if the state mandates that every hunter that is going to use a high
powered rifle have completed a manditory hunter safety course no matter what
his age or experience. There are a lot of hunters now that don't even get a
license or tag and still go hunting anyway. If the state approves the use of high
powered rifles there will be a lot of hunters that will go buy a 30.06, 7mm Mag.,
or anyother kind of gun and just go out and start banging away. | know of too
many hunters that take "SOUND-SHOTS" before they know what the target is or
let alone what is beyond it.

I live on just 10 acres and there are a lot of deer in this area. I'm not looking
forward to worrying about having some idiot throwing slugs thru my house. If
that were to happen | may just decide to shoot back.

| strongly believe that the use of high powered rifles for deer hunting would
prove to be a huge mistake.

I'm anxiously awaiting your decision on this matter.

Yours Truely,
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NRC — Div. of Hearings
Indiana Government Center — N
100 N. Senate Ave. RM N501
Indianapolis, IN 46204

TO ANY ONE WHQ IS CONCERNED ABOUT THE HIGH POWERED GUN REGULATIONS -------

| don’t know why | get the feeling this will be trashed right now — maybe because ! feel there
isn’t anyone in our Natural Resources Department that CARES about this STUPID!! regulation.

Do you get the idea that | am totally against allowing high powered guns for deer hunting?
They are not necessary if the person doing the hunting is a “true hunter”. If you are, you know
to sit and be patient if you see a deer that far away. Use some scent or use your grunt call to
get them closer. OR just sit and be quiet and you might get lucky.

However, my concern is SAFETY -- LET ME REPEAT: SAFETY!! Our home is surrounded by
woods on three sides. My dog and | enjoy going for walks and in the winter months when we
go | wear an orange hat and an orange vest and | make noise........probably scaring deer in the
process. Usually we know where the people that ask for permission to hunt are located. So
the dog and | stay away from that area. BUT in the last few years it is getting to be more and
more common for UNINVITED hunters to just make themselves at home. If the high powered
guns are allowed I'll have to live in the basement for fear some numb skull that just invited
himself will shoot and hit the house!!l Or perhaps another hunter that is sitting where the
numb skull didn’t see him...........or worse yet, thought it was a deer and shot! And what about
the natural resources personal out doing their jobs? THERE 1S ABSOLUTELY NO REASON TO

ALLOW HIGH POWERED GUNS FOR HUNTING!!!

It is my Prayer to the Good Lord that the agency in charge of this will come to their senses and
cancel this stupid law. It will also be interesting to see if you people pay any attention to the
wishes of the public. Everyone | have talked with is AGAINST this proposal........and that
includes “true hunters”. PLEASE USE YOUR COMMON SENSE AND CANCEL THIS REGULATION!!

Marsha Davis
5809 W 1300 N
Silver Lake, IN 46982

260-352-2564

I do not hunt but my husband and son do. Please don’t ruin their enjoyment.
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Natural Resources Commission
Division Of Hearings

100 North Senate Ave.

Room N501

Indianapolis, In. 46204-2200

12/20/14
Subject: Rule change proposal 312 TAC 9-3-3 subsection (D) (4)

I oppose the use of high powered rifles for hunting deer here in Indiana.
Houses, roads & people are too close hgra in Indiana to use guns that shot
into the air will go more than 5 miles. :

The minimum proposed is .243, 1.16 in. minimum case length & no full mefal
jacketed bullet. All minimums - no maximums which allows the use of guns big
enough to take down an elephant - totally unnecessary. Also the magazine
capacity is not addressed, military type guns can shoot 30 as fast as you can
pull the trigger instead of the 5 shotguns hold - totally unsafe not to
mention bad press for hunters.

The modern muzzleloaders & shotguns reach out there making high powered
rifles unnecessary here in Indiana.

If high powered rifles is allowed the minimum hunter orange needs to be a
vest, a hat will not be noticeable at the 1000 yard plus ranges people are
taking game these days with high powered rifles.

My opinion this rule change is stupid, not needed. If it came from DNR
personnel, they need to be fired. If from the public, ban them from your
meetings. This last paragraph included only to show how much T oppose the
high powered rifle use in Indiana.

Piga_ge be regpons_iblé in this matterll

Ron McKee | . S R
2110 Hawthorne Dr. P
Mar'fmsvnlle In, 46151




12-21-2014

TO FROM

NATURAL RESOURCES COMMISSION WILLIAM D. BOWMAN
DIVISION OF HEARINGS CARMEL IN 46032

SUBJECT- DEER HUNTING PROPOSED RIFLE HUNTING wmdbowman@comcast.net

My first deer hunt was in 1966 when Indiana had one buck only deer season. There after returning from
Viet Nam in 1970 my love of deer hunting continued until 2001. | have had success with every legal
weapon except the crossbow.

Please except my thoughts in regards to the new proposed rifle deer hunting regulation.

All Western States and most Midwest States including Kentucky, Tennessee, part of Michigan and many
Eastern States allow center fire rifles for deer hunting. There urban zones are protected as well as
certain Counties. Bow and Arrow, Crossbow and certain fire arms could be very suitabie for Urban Zone
deer hunting. Follow up on a wounded deer can be a very tricky proposition, especially during the late
evening twilight hours.

Semi-automatic military weapons of certain makes and models should be excluded. | would rather see
Sportsmen and Sportswomen during the deer season rather than Rambo with his AK-47.

Indiana has large open Farming communities and extensive heavy wooded Forests with semi
mountainous terrain all very suitable for any Deer Hunter practicing safe gun handling and shooting
technics with a rifle. A sporting Rifle of their choice larger calibers included. Indiana Varmint hunters are
legally using the rifles of their choice. Hunter Safety Programs are available in Indiana and are being
utilized.

Damaged to the Deer population in Indiana are Disease, over browsing, automobiles and some
poaching.

If the professionals continue to properly manage our Deer Herd and allow this rifle regulation to pass
and include into the 2015 deer season. | will be back into the wonderful Sport of Deer Hunting with my

new rifle
Thank You
Kindest Regards

William D. Bowman



TO THE NRC DIVISION OF HEARINGS

We, the signee's are against the use of

High Powered Rifles

for the use of deer hunting.

Our belief is, that Indiana is to heavily populated for its use.

We kindly ask that you will consider our request.
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14130 Jones Rd.
Hagerstown, IN 47346
December 16, 2014

NRC Division of Hearings

Indiana Government Center North
100 North Senate Ave. Room N501
Indianapolis, IN 46204

Subject: Opposition to use of high powered hunting rifles during deer hunting season.

| am against the proposed DNR rule allowing deer hunters to use high powered hunting
rifles during deer hunting season. The terrain in Indiana and the power of the cartridges
used in high powered rifles increases the chance of stray or ricocheted bullets entering
nearby homes or out buildings, possibly wounding or killing innocent people or animals

that happen to be in harm’s way due to the increased distance the bullet will travel.

Best Regards,

Lot S ~Fud

Raobert I. Fast

RF
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Gary Magoni <garymagoni@gmail.com>

Allowing High Powered Rifles To Hunt Deer

1 Bmmmm@m

Gary _sm@o:_ <garymagoni@gmail.com> Thu, Dec 18, 2014 at 12:12 PM
To: nrcrules@nrc.in.gov

| just got done reading a front page article in the Indianapolis Star titled "Rifle Rift Fires Up Hunters".

In short, | totally disagree with using high powered rifles to hunt deer in Indiana or any other state that has flat
terrain. The article mentioned that modern shotguns, muzzle loaders or pistol cartridges, currently permitted to
hunt deer, can shoot just as far as high powered cartridges such as the .243 .308 or 30.06.

[ have been shooting guns and hunting all my life. The affective range of even the newest shotguns and muzzle
loaders are at best 200 to 250 yards. The shotguns and muzzle loaders also drop very quickly and have
nowhere near the carrying distances of high powered rifles. The very real danger from high powered rounds,
like the .243, .308 or 30.06, is that they will carry for several miles over flat terrain. A shot gun, muzzle loader or
pistol round has nowhere near the same carrying distance, and that is where a high powered rifles are of real
danger on flat land.

Another argument for high powered rifles is that shotguns have too heavy of a ﬂmoom_ | agree that a 12 ga deer
round has a heavy recoil, but anyone that has ever shot a 30.06, .308 or any of the bigger high powered rounds
will teil you that they also have heavy recoils. Anyone shy of a 12 ga recoll can use a rifle chambered for the .44
mag or 357 mag. They have much less recoil and gun weight for the laddies cr kids to handle.

When | retired | bought myself 155 acres in Green County because | felt many of the public hunting areas in
Indiana were too crowded and unsafe. High powered rifles would greatly enhance the chance of hunters getting
shot by a stray bullet.

THE BOTTOM LINE IS SAFTEY AND HIGH POWERED RIFLES ARE MUCH MORE UNSAFE ON FLAT




December 16, 2014

NRC Division of Hearings

Indiana Government Center North
100 N Senate Ave Room N501
Indianapolis IN 46204

| am writing in opposition to the new proposed law ailowing High Powered Rifles
in the 2015 Deer Season. | have recently read some proponents of the new law
claiming that since Muzzle Loaders can already shoot deer at 500 yards why not
allow Rifles to be used? The person that claimed that Muzzle Loaders are good
out to 500 yards is an idiot and every level headed deer hunter knows it. Muzzle
Loaders are not accurate out to anywhere near 500 yards.

The state of Indiana is way too populated to allow High Powered Rifles for deer
hunters. Human beings, livestock, houses, farm buildings, etc. would all be in
jeopardy. With the range that a High Powered Rifle has; what's left of the deer
herd would not have a chance. The combination of EHD and WAY WAY too many
doe permits have reduced our deer herd to a sad new low. | have been, and
continue to be, totally convinced that the need to raise revenue (increased sale of
more and more deer licenses) along with pressure from the car insurance
companies and whining farmers who want every deer killed are the reasons for
the ridiculously high number of doe permits issued. As | have claimed for years,
wild life always loses out to the almighty dollar.

One thing that irritates me is that the farmer always blames the deer for the
destruction of their corn crop. | have never heard them acknowledge that it is the
raccoons that are knocking down their corn stalks not the deer. Coons always
seem to get a pass from the farmers. Granted, deer will nibble on the corn ear as
it hangs on the stalk, but they are not responsible for knocking the stalk over; the
coons are. |



| live in Steuben County and have been hunting deer for approximately 33 years. |
have never seen as few deer as | have in the past two seasons. Years ago it was
common to see 7-9 deer in a line sneaking through the woods. Now days a
hunter is lucky to see 3. | know it would not set well with the farmers, but Indiana
needs to cut WAY back on the Depredation Permits they issue. Also, at least in
Steuben County the state needs to completely do away with doe permits for a
year. If that cannot be done, at least limit it to one doe per hunter.

Bottom line — No High Powered Rifles in Indianalll

Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,
Scott Bond

Yond
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December 8, 2014

NRC Division of Hearings

Indiana Government Center North
100 N. Senate Ave., Room N501
Indianapolis, IN 46204

Dear Hearing officer:

I am writing specifically to comment on the rule governing high-powered rifles
during the hunting season. As someone who lives close to state land, I have a safety
concern. My house has been hit twice by rifle fire since [ have lived at my current
address. Iam sure that in one instance the hunter was unaware that he was not on
state land as the boundaries are unmarked.

I urge you to ban high-powered rifles for hunting and regulate other firearms so
citizens are not endangered. The range of some of these weapons is inappropriate
for use in your scattered land parcels.

Sincerely,

Mary Katherine Rothert

Mary Kay Rothert
6620 E State Rd. 45
Bloomington, IN 47408



SUBJECT : Rule 312IAC9-3-3

To who it concerns. I would like to voice my concerns about the rule change allowing
high powered rifles during deer season. In my opinion and everyone I’ve talked to no
one is in favor of this change! Mainly safety concerns, deer heard numbers going down,
and are season is to long already. Thanks Mike Mullins

0858 N.U.S. 421
Madison,In.
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TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

My name is Norman Wampler Jr. and | have been an avid Indiana Outdcorsman pretty much as long as |
can remember. | started following my dad around when | was probably five or six years old. | started
hunting squirreis and rabbits and then started deer hunting when | was thirteen years old and have been
hooked every since. 1am currently forty eight years old, so | have been deer hunting for thirty-five
years. | can remember when it was a big deal to just see a deer track, let alone an actual deer. In the
eighties and nineties it seemed deer were everywhere. | spend countless hours in the woods every year
and keep a log each day | am in the woods. | primarily hunt Greene, Owen, Martin, and Daviess
counties. | drive every day from Northwest of Worthington to Crane Naval Base to work. According to
my records and my travels across Indiana it is my determination that the deer herd is down by at {east
fifty percent. ! iove to deer hunt and spend time in God’s creation, but | want to see deer while I'm at it.
| understand the need for a manageable sized herd, but | do not understand the proposed rule changes
you want to implement. 1 do not agree with the 'possible changes to allow high powered rifles. |
currently hunt with an inline muzzleloader and | cannot shoot 500 yards. Even if | could, | can’t shoot
repeatedly. | believe you are asking for trouble and the chances of someone getting kilied, a house or
building shot through, etc. are great. Most of the deer hunting done in Indiana is around towns, homes,
farms, and populated areas, this is not the West were it is wide and open.

| also disagree with the proposed change to extend the firearm season in the (formerly urban zones)
from November 11 through January 31. To me, this will probably be a deer slaughter. Why do you think
this is necessary? | just don’t understand. Is it pressure from insurance companies? | rarely see a deer
while traveling Indiana roads now, let alone one hit by'a vehicle. Ijust would like for someone to explain
to me why these changes are necessary. |t seems like to me the deer herd is on the decline already. Is
your intent to wipe them out?

in closing, | would really like a response to this letter. | love to deer hunt and am concerned about the
future of deer hunting in Indiana.

Very respectfully, / ‘
DI L )7 ﬁ//

Norman G. Wampler, jr. (812} 798-1155
3512'W. 800 N.

Worthington, IN 47471
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We would like to offer our opinion on the proposed amendments to rules governing deer hunting. We
do not support this proposed change. We have owned a 181 acre farm in Wabash County, Indiana for
the past 37 years. Our farm only has 60 tillable acres and the balance is forest land and three small
ponds. We have our property enrolled in the Classified Wildlife Program. We truly enjoy having our
family and friends hunt deer on our property. We believe allowing the use of high-powered rifies for
deer hunting is a SERIOUS MISTAKE. We have several neighbors close by and due to the close proximity
of nearby residences we believe the range of high-powered rifles makes it extremely dangerous.

| am 71 years old and have hunted deer on my property during gun season for the past 37 years. I am
strongly convinced that high-powered rifles would be extremely dangerous in our area. My convictions
are so strong on this matter that | will no fonger hunt deer if this proposed rule allowing high-powered
rifles is enacted. | hate to stop something | truly enjoy but | must think of safety first. Who was the idiot
that thought we need high-powered rifles to kill a deer in Indiana??? What ases* the safety or your

ﬁ&nw/@w Salo) D

Leroy Daws Marsha Davis
5809 W 1300 N

Silver Lake, IN 46982 FELE
DEC 0'6 2014

NATURAL RESOURCES COMMISSION
DIVISION OF HEARINGS
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NRC Division of Hearings
Indiana Government Center North ? EEE @
100 North Senate Ave., Room N501 *

Indianapolis, IN, 46204. DEC 0 5 2014

NATURAL RESOURCES COMMISSION

DIVISION OF HEARINGS

I heard you are considering allowing high powered rifles for deer hunting in Indiana. I
am 67 years old, a life long resident of Indiana, and I have hunted all of my life.

I cannot imagine anyone thinking that allowing rifle shooting as a means of hunting deer
to be anything but a bad idea. Here are some of my thoughts:

1. The state is too densely populated' for this,

2. the range of the bullets would be too great and therefore put too many people at risk
including non-hunters such as residents especially in rural areas

3. the velocity of these bullets is too great and would risk crippling the game and
leaving injured and defenseless animals to suffer needlessly until they would die from
the wounds or be killed by predators

4. even if the shot were lethal, because of the velocity of these bullets, these animals
could travel great distances before finally collapsing which make recovering the game

very difficult if not impossible in some cases

5 Tam afraid this would encourage novices to hunt with very dangerous weapons and
little if any experience putting too many at risk.....these novices could think it is an
easier hunt with this weapon and therefore hunt without the seasoned experience to do

S0

6. the State of Indiana has, from the beginning of modern deer hunting, not allowed rifle
hunting for all of the reasons listed and more. The state was far less populated then. It

was a good idea then and an even better idea now.



If there are too many deer in Indiana (I believe there are far too many) then the heard
needs to be reduced. This can be accomplished by allowing hunters to kill more deer,
longer season especially doe season. The heard cannot be effectively reduced by
harvesting more bucks. It can only be reduced by harvesting more does.

o

Patrick F. Turner email: pfryturner@yvahoo.com
640 E St NE
Linton, IN 47441
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